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The Coronado Expedition:
Cicuye to the Rio de Cicuye Bridge
RICHARD FLINT and SHIRLEY CUSHING FLINT

Between February of 1540 and June of 1542 an international cavalcade
that numbered upwards of fifteen hundred people traveled, under the
leadership of Francisco Vazquez de Coronado, on foot and horseback,
trailed by a large herd of livestock, some four thousand miles from
west-central Mexico to the heart of the Great Plains of North America
and back. They went to bring under the sway of the Spanish king a
far-off land reputedly rich in material wealth and populated by "primitive" peoples ripe for assimilation into the Christian faith.
Members of the expedition tell of trudging over rugged highlands,
immense plains, and treacherous rivers during their two years journeying to and from the north, and taking the measure of that land of
fabulous possibilities, the terra incognita that is modem northern Mexico
and the American Southwest.
Almost at the outset of the great march a delay of several days
was necessary at a river deep in Mexico (now identified as the Rio de
Richard Flint and Shirley Cushing Flint have codirected the Coronado's Bridge
Project, a historical and archaeological research project, since 1980. They have published
numerous articles on the Coronado expedition. Under a grant from Spain's Ministry of
Culture, they are currently collaborating on a field manual, entitled Material Culture of
the Coronado Expedition, 1540-1542, from documentary and archaeological sources. They
have also published three books on southwest prehistory.
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Santiago near Centispck) to ferry the sheep in the stock train across
one at a time, slung over the backs of horses.! It was likely at this same
Rio de Santiago a little more than two years later, on the return trip,
that while trying to ford the river a horse drowned and a soldier was
attacked and killed by an alligator. 2
Over and over on the way north swollen rivers rendered the necessary fords risky and toilsome. Then, late in the spring of 1540, Coronado, with a small vanguard, encountered a full-running river (now
thought to be in either east-central Arizona or southwest New Mexico). 3
Fording the river proved impossible, so the party built rafts upon which
to float themselves and their animals across the river they named Rio
de las Balsas (rafts), to commemorate that crossing on makeshift flatboats.
As the season advanced and the expedition neared its immediate
goal, the native cities of Cibola, high rivers were no further problem.
And still later in the year chroniclers of the expedition record no difficulties in crossing and recrossing the great river on the banks of which
winter quarters were established late in 1540 (almost assuredly the Rio
Grande near present Bernalillo, New Mexico).4
The spring of 1541 presented a new goal for the Spanish expeditionary force, the tantalizing wealth of distant Quivira. After leaving
winter quarters the expedition marched for four days to the east of the
Rio Grande; the first stop was the pueblo of Cicuye. Three or four days
beyond that pueblo they encountered a deep river that they called Rio
1. This route is the one reconstructed by Herbert E. Bolton in Coronado on the
Turquoise Trail: Knight of Pueblos and Plains (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1949), 82.
2. Ibid., 351.

3. Herbert Eugene Bolton proposed that this was the White River in the vicinity
of Fort Apache, Arizona; see Bolton, Coronado, 109. Charles C. DiPeso and others have
suggested a more easterly route, one winding back and forth across the modern ArizonaNew Mexico state line. On this route the river in question would be the San Francisco
just inside Arizona; see Charles C. DiPeso, John B. Rinaldo, and Gloria J. Fermer, Casas
Grandes, a Fallen Trading Center of the Gran Chichimeca, 8 vols. (Dragoon, Arizona: The
Amerind Foundation, 1974), 4:90.
4. All recent investigators have placed winter quarters on the west bank of the Rio
Grande near Bernalillo. The exact site has proved very elusive, however. Recent salvage
archaeology along New Mexico Highway 528 southwest of Bernalillo has disclosed midsixteenth-century Spanish artifacts and the floors of a series of partially subterranean
structures from that same period. This evidence is highly suggestive that Santiago Pueblo
(Laboratory of Anthropology site number 326) may have been Coronado's winter quarters during 1540-41 and 1541-42. See Bradley J. Vierra, A Sixteenth-century Spanish Campsite in the Tiguex Province, Laboratory of Anthropology Notes 475 (Santa Fe: Musem of New
Mexico, 1989).
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de Cicuye. To get their baggage and large herds across, they resorted
to building a bridge (although they apparently had not and did not
again go to such effort to cross any other river on the expedition's
course). The job took four days, after which they safely crossed the
river and spent much of the remainder of the summer in a frustrating
trek across the plains to the goldless grass huts of the actual Quivira.
Sixteenth-century documentary evidence about the location of the
bridge and the route from Cicuye to the bridge is vague and ambiguous.
Direct references exist in two narratives written years after the expedition by members of the party Juan de Jaramillo and Pedro de Castaneda de Naxera.
Jaramillo:
From here [Cicuique/Cicuye] we proceeded in three days to another river which we Spaniards called Cicuique. If I remember
correctly, it seems to me that to reach this river, at the point where
we crossed it, we went somewhat more to the northeast. Upon
crossing it we turned more to the left, which must be more to the
northeast, and we began to enter the plains where the cattle [bison]
roam. s
Castaneda:
The army departed from Cicuye.... They traveled in the direction
of the plains, which are on the other side of the mountain range.
After four days' march they came to a deep river carrying a large
volume of water flowing from the direction of Cicuye. The general
[Coronado] named it the Cicuye River. They stopped here in order
to build a bridge for crossing it. ... Ten days later they came to
some rancherias of a nomadic people, called Querechos around
there. Cattle [bison] had been sighted two days before. 6
Castaneda:
On its return [from the buffalo plains] the army arrived at the
Cicuye River more than thirty leagues below the town-I mean
below the bridge which had been built on the way out. We marched
upstream along its bank. ... Thus, as I have said, the army went
up the river until it reached the Pueblo of Cicuye. 7
Before being confronted by the Cicuye River the multitude of peo5. George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, eds. and trans., Narratives of the Coronado
Expedition 1540-1542 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1940), 300.
. 6. Ibid., 235.
7. Ibid., 243.
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Principal Previous Hypothesized Sites
of Coronado's 1541 Bridge
New Mexico
1
2
3
4
5

Brackenridge, 1857
Simpson, 1871
Bandeller.1893
Dellenbaugh,1897
Wlnshlp,1898

6
7
8
9
10

Hodge, 1899
Shine, 1916
Hewett,1940
Bolton, 1949
Schroeder, 1962
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pIe and animals had repeatedly and successfully, if sometimes laboriously, swum, waded, and floated across rivers and streams. In the
entire four-thousand-plus-mile journey the Rio de Cicuye bridge was
the only such river crossing. Still later in the summer of 1541, when
the expedition recrossed the same Cicuye River on its return from the
wild goose chase in search of Quivira, evidently no bridge was needed.
The bridge over the Cicuye River was, thus, a unique product of
the Coronado expedition. Reference to its construction and location
stand out sharply in Castaneda's firsthand account of that earliest calculated incursion of Europeans into today's Arizona, New Mexico,
Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas.
The bridge's singularity makes it understandably a potential landmark for modem researchers seeking to track the long-ago route of
Coronado. No eyewitness maps or charts of the route, however, have
come to light, though some were doubtless drafted. In addition, of the
place names assigned by the expedition, almost none are used today.
And the narrative accounts of the explorers themselves are sketchy
(those few that have survived) and are little concerned with pinpointing
or minutely describing places and how they were reached. Lastly, the
physical bridge itself may not have stood more than a few days or
weeks. Certainly none of the subsequent Spanish expeditions reported
even its remains.
The few extant details about the Rio de Cicuye bridge and the
expedition's route to its site have tantalized scholars for at least a
hundred and fifty years. Numerous persons of historical bent have
extrapolated from the fragmentary, sometimes contradictory, written
evidence and have formulated equally numerous hypotheses about
where the bridge was built and the route followed to the bridge site.
The proposed (often pontifically proclaimed) locations of the bridge
range over an area of central New Mexico measuring 160 miles from
north to south and 50 miles from east to west, dot four different rivers,
and represent widely separated places on those rivers (see accompanying map). Previously hypothesized sites of Coronado's 1541 bridge
and routes to the bridge are summarized in the accompanying table.
In nine years of research we have assessed these hypotheses as
to geographical/topographical plausibility, conformance with the sixteenth-century documents, and compatibility with current knowledge
of the protohistoric Southwest. This assessment has revealed apparent
flaws in each of the previous hypotheses.
Those hypotheses, as well as our assessment of them, hinge on
determination of four critical elements: (1) the location of Cicuye, (2)
the direction of the expedition's march from Cicuye, (3) the distance

Cicuye to Rio de Cicuye Bridge Route Hypotheses
Direction
of March
from Cicuye

Distance of March
from Cicuye

Overall Assessment

Proponent

Location of Cicuye

H. M. BrackenridgeA
1857

Between Zulli and
the Rio Grande.
No precise
location.

NE

James H. Simpson"
1871

Pecos Pueblo

NE

"about 50 miles"

Gallinas River at or
near Las Vegas, NM

Wrong direction of march.
Wrong river.

Adolph F. Bandelierc
1893

Pecos Pueblo

NE

Not specified
(over 75 miles)

Probably the Canadian
River

Wrong direction of march.
Wrong river. Distance
probably too great.

George P. WinshipD
1896

Pecos Pueblo

Not specified
(over 75 miles)

Canadian River "a
little to the east of
the present river and
settlement of Mora"

Wrong direction of march.
Wrong river. Distance
probably too great.

Not specified

River Bridged

I~

Rio Grande
"probably above Taos"

Mistaken location of Cicuye.
Wrong direction of march.
Wrong river.
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Frederick Dellenbaugh E
1897

Nogal (15 miles
NW of Ft. Stanton,
NM)

E

Not specified
(over 75 miles)

Pecos River near
Roswell, NM

Mistaken location of Cicuye.
Distance probably too great.

:E

Frederick W. Hodge F
1899

Pecos Pueblo

SE

30 leagues
(75-80 miles)

Pecos River at or a
little south of Puerto
de Luna, NM

Distance probably too great.
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Michael Shine G
1916

Pecos Pueblo

SE

Not specified
(over 45 miles)

Edgar L. Hewett H
1940

Pecos Pueblo

NE

Not specified
(over 65-75 miles)

. Gallinas River at or
near Chaperito, NM
Mora River or
Canadian River
northeast of Las
Vegas, NM

......

Wrong river.
Wrong direction of march.
Wrong river.

\0
\0
N

Herbert E. Bolton'
. 1949

Pecos Pueblo

SE

Not specified
(approximately
45-50 miles)

Pecos River in the
vicinity of AntJ'n
Chico, NM

The most likely of the
previous hypotheses, but
Bolton has the expedition
meeting the river too soon.

Albert H. Schroeder!
1962

Pecos Pueblo

ESE

Not specified
(over 100 miles)

Canadian River near
Conchas Dam, NM

Wrong river. Distance much
too great.

Richard & Shirley Flint
1988

Pecos Pueblo

SE

approximately
65 miles

Pecos River just below
its junction with the
Gallinas River

See narrative for sketch of
rationale.

A"His [Coronado's] starting point was from Tiguex, between the Sierra Madre
and the Rio Grande, which he crossed near its head, and probably above Taos."
Henry M. Brackenridge, Early Discoveries by Spaniards in New Mexico, containing
an Account of the Castles of Cibola (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: H. Miner and Co.,
1857), 14.
·"Now all this, I think, can be reconciled by reference to the accompanying
map, on which will be found laid down a route, the only one, I believe, existing
at the present day between Pecos and Las Vegas on the Rio Gallinas.... The
Gallinas is liable to be flooded ... this naturally would make necessary at such
times a bridge to cross it." James H. Simpson, "Coronado's March in Search
of the 'Seven Cities of Cibola' and Discussion of their Probable Location,"
Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution for 1869 (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1871), 336.
c"On the fourth day he [Coronado] crossed a river that was so deep that they
had to throw a bridge over it. This river was perhaps the Rio de Mora.
But it was more probably the Canadian River, into which the Mora empties."
Adolph F. Bandelier, The Gilded Man (New York: D. Appleton and Co., 1893),
2.23-24.
o"The bridge, however, was doubtless built across the upper waters of the
Canadian." George P. Winship, "The Coronado Expedition, 1540-1542" in Fourteenth Annual Report of the U.S. Bureau of American Ethnology, 1892-93, 2 Parts
(Washington, D.C.: 1896), 1:232.
E':This was the Pecos River. They [the Coronado expedition] probably bore a
course from Cicuye [Nogal location] about E.N.E., striking the river somewhere
near the mouth of the Rio Hondo. They built a bridge here to Cross on."
Frederick S. Dellenbaugh, "The True Route of Coronado's March," Bulletin of

the American Geographical Society 29 (December 1897), 427.
.
F"It would seem that Pecos River was bridged at a point about where the buffalo
plains begin, or somewhere between latitude 34 and 35.... This, it seems
would place the bridge crossing in the vicinity of Puerto de Luna--or more
likely somewhat south of that point. .. " Frederick W. Hodge, "Coronado's
March to Quivira" in J. V. Brower, Harahey, Memoirs of Explorations in the Basin
of the Mississippi, 8 vols. (St. Paul, 1899), 2:60-61.
G"The bridge, or crossing, was approXimately about twenty-four miles north of
the thirty-fifth parallel and about two miles east of the one hundred and fifth
meridian." Michael Shine, "The Lost Province of Quivira," The Catholic Historical
Review 2 (April 1916), 7.
H"The other [northern buffalo hunting trail] struck from Pecos Pueblo to the
east, veered to the north near the present town of Las Vegas, to the Mora
River, thence to the Canadian, then across to the Arkansas.... It would seem
likely that he [Coronado] was guided over the northern trail." Edgar L. Hewett,
"Coronado Monument and Museum," El Palacio 47 (August 1940), 176.
I "At Villanueva ... the road ... swings eastward, and even northeastward,
as Jaramillo says, to the river at Anton Chico. In this vicinity Coronado built
a bridge and crossed Cicuique River-that is, the Pecos." Bolton, Coronado,
242-43.
J "In summary, 3 to 4 days east of Pecos Pueblo they [the Coronado expedition]
reached the Canadian River and crossed it from the right to the left bank,
somewhere near Conchas Reservoir." Albert H. Schroeder, "A Re-analysis of
the Routes of Coronado and Oilate into the Plains in 1541 and 1601," Plains
Anthropologist 7 (February 1962), 4.
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of march to the Rio de Cicuye bridge site, and (4) the identity of the
Rio de Cicuye. A brief summary of the conclusions drawn by previous
investigators regarding these elements is included in the table. Also
included is our assessment of those conclusions.
Building on the scholarship of the past, we have formulated a new
bridge site and route to the bridge hypothesis. We have proposed that
the route of the first four days of Coronado's march toward Quivira
was this:
Upon leaving Cicuye in the first week of May 1541, the Coronado
expedition proceeded south to the area of modern Rowe, New Mexico.
At that point they ascended a relatively gentle natural ramp onto Glorieta Mesa. Following the drainages of the mesa's gently tilted surface,
they traveled south and slightly east to the vicinity of modern Leyba,
New Mexico, and into Canon Blanco. The canyon then served as a
roadway all the way east to its junction with the Pecos River. The army
then followed the river east and slightly south to its confluence with
the Gallinas River. Not far downstream from there (roughly sixty-five
miles southeast of Cicuye) a bridge was built across the Pecos River
and the whole company of people and animals crossed over.
We, like virtually all modern investigators, have concluded that
Cicuye is the abandoned Towa pueblo of Pecos. Castaneda's sixteenthcentury descriptions of Cicuye match the archaeological reconstruction
of the Quadrangle (or north pueblo) at Pecos and its modern physical
setting is easily recognizable four and a half centuries later from Castaneda's words. In addition, archaeological excavation has recovered
crossbow boltheads (the tips of crossbow arrows) at Pecos. These are
items that were probably common only with the Coronado expedition
among all the Spanish entradas (since by the 1550s the crossbow had
been almost entirely superceded by gunpowder firearms).
Significantly, according to Edgar L. Hewett, "Sikuye" was yet in
modern times a southern Tiwa (Isleta) name applied to Pecos Pueblo. 8
Tiwa was doubtless the language spoken in the Tiguex province of
pueblos where the expedition wintered prior to leaving for Quivira.
Hence Cicuye/Sikuye may well have been the name for Pecos the Spanish found most familiar.
Furthermore, no other candidate pueblo with similar layout and
site and with confirmed sixteenth-century occupancy has come to light.
8. Edgar L. Hewett and Reginald G. Fisher, Mission Monuments of New Mexico
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1943), 145.
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Reconstruction of the Coronado expedition's route. Cicuye (Pecos Pueblo) to
the bridge (La Junta), New Mexico. May 1541.

So to arrive at the bridge, we start from one of only a handful of wellestablished points along the whole of Coronado's route: Pecos Pueblo.
Our synthesis and interpretation of the sixteenth-century narratives results in tracking Coronado generally southeastward from Pecos
Pueblo for sixty-plus miles to where the expedition encountered and
bridged the "deep river." In support of this choice of direction, the
Relaci6n del Suceso (written probably in 1541 by an unidentified conquistador, possibly Hernando de Alvarado) in recapitulating the first
month of march beyond Cicuye reports that the army went "one hundred and fifty leagues, one hundred to the east and fifty to thesouth."9
9. Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 291. Juan de Jaramillo says, as quoted earlier,
that he thinks the army went northeast to reach the river. We, along with all other recent
historians, presume that his memory failed him at this point. A northeasterly course

132

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1992

We view the statement as a summary of the trend of the march, that
is, resolved into cardinal components. Thus, the overall trend of march
was east-southeast. That is not to say that, necessarily, any specific
segment of the route ran exactly in that direction. This interpretation
seems particularly appropriate in light of the distance of march and
the most likely identity of the Rio de Cicuye.
Further corroboration is lent by statements of descendants of the
residents of Pecos Pueblo who reported that to reach the buffalo plains
(where Coronado spent most of the summer after leaving Pecos) the
Pecoseftos "never crossed the Pecos River at Cicuye ... , but went far
down the west bank before fording the stream."l0 That would be southeastward. In this connection, note that throughout his exploration Coronado was not blazing trails, but was led by indigenous guides who
followed already existing routes.
Our estimation of the distance the army traveled to the southeast
to reach the bridge site is based on the contemporary documentary
evidence. Juan de Jaramillo is the only member of the expedition known
to have recorded time of the army's march between points now confidently identified along its route. He gives nine days of travel for a
lightly encumbered reconnaissance party between a second town of
Ciliola, by which was probably meant the Matsaki ruins just southeast
of modern Zuni, New Mexico, and the Tiguex River, the modern Rio
Grande in the vicinity of Albuquerque, a distance of approximately 160
miles. 11 This yields an average daily travel of 17.8 miles. Jaramillo also
reports that it took the entire army four days to march from Coofor,
in the modern Bernalillo, New Mexico, area to Cicuye, a distance of at
least 63 miIes. 12 For the whole army this converts to a pace of 15.8
miles per day over this stretch.
Based on these figures, we project that the army was likely to have
covered between 48 and 71 miles in the course of the three or four
days it marched from Cicuye to the bridge site. 13 That this is a reasonfrom Cicuye (in which Jaramillo persists even beyond the river) would have carried the
expedition into the rugged Canon Largo country of the Canadian River breaks, which
none of the chroniclers mentions, including Jaramillo himself. In explanation, it can be
said that indeed the net direction of Coronado's movement that summer was to the
northeast, but only because of a long stretch of due north marching when the Quivira
journey was about half over.
10. Paul A. Jones, Coronado and Quivira (Lyons, Kansas: Lyons Publishing Co., 1937),
46. See also Hewett, "Coronado Monument and Museum."
11. Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 299.
12. Ibid., 300.
13. In Waldo Wedel, "Coronado's Route to Quivira 1541," Plains Anthropologist 15:49
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able projection is further supported by the Hidalgo de Elvas' account
of the Hernando de Soto expedition, a comparably sized and equipped
force operating in the modem southeastern United States at the same
time the Coronado expedition was in the Southwest. He reports that
marches of the de Soto expedition were ordinarily 13 to 15.6 miles per
day, occasionally increased by forced march to 18 to 21 miles per day. 14
From the documentary evidence it seems certain that it was the
modem Pecos River that the expedition called Rio de Cicuye and bridged
en route to the buffalo plains. The expedition's practice elsewhere was
to name rivers in the immediate vicinity of communities after those
communities, for example, the Tiguex River, the Quivira River, and
the Senora River. 15 This habit strongly suggests that the Pecos River
(within the valley of which Cicuye stands) is most likely to have been
given the name of Cicuye. Amplifying the documentary evidence are
Castaneda's statements that the Rio de Cicuye .flowed "from the direction of Cicuye"16 and that on its return from the buffalo plains the
main body of Coronado's army "arrived at the Cicuye River more than
thirty leagues below ... the bridge...." and "went up the river until
it reached the pueblo of Cicuye."17 Only the Pecos River leads to Pecos'
Pueblo (which stands above the Arroyo del Pueblo, also known as '
Glorieta Creek, a tributary of the Pecos, a mile and a half west of the
main river).
Castaneda also reports Teyas Indians as relating the position of
the Rio de Cicuye in the regional drainage network this way: "this river
joins the Tiguex. . . and. . . it flows to the east again. "18 This faithfully
(1970) 161-68, appears an itinerary of the trans-Pecos portion of the Coronado route
developed by Waldo Wedel and John R. Swanton in 1942. They concluded that the
distance from Cicuye to the bridge was "4 days march (c. 45-50 miles)" (p. 166). However,
unaccountably, in Wedel's narrative summary of their route reconstruction he states "the
outward bound Coronado expedition very likely proceeded southeast from Pecos Pueblo
to cross the Pecos River in present northern or central Guadalupe County, New Mexico,
below the Gallinas junction and perhaps in the general vicinity of Santa Rosa ..."
(p. i66). Since Santa Rosa is a minimum of eighty miles from Pecos Pueblo this location
is even at variance with Wedel and Swanton's own mileage determination. Wedel's map
(p. 165), on the other hand, seems more in consonance with the mileage determination.
14. John R. Swanton, Final Report of the United States De Soto Expedition Commission
(Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1985), 105.
15. Furthermore, the Diaz party named the modem Colorado River the Tiz6n, on
the basis of a habit of the native people living along it. Apparently, they frequently
carried live fire or coals (tizones) from place to place.
16. Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 235.
17. Ibid., 243.
18. Ibid.

134

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1992

records the junction of the Pecos River and Rio Grande along the
modern Texas/Mexico border. Castaneda then makes the statement, "It
is believed that it empties into the mighty Espiritu Santo (Mississippi)
which Don Hernando de Soto's men discovered.... "19 By sixteenthcentury standards, this geographical speculation on Castaneda's part
is very understandable. Though it has long been known that the Rio
Grande is not a tributary of the Mississippi, that was not the case in
Coronado's time. More than two hundred years were to elapse before
the Rio de las Palmas and the Rio Grande were conclusively shown to
be a single river emptying into the Gulf of Mexico. 20
We theorize that under the guidance of Indians from Pecos Pueblo
the expedition marched south from Pecos to the vicinity of presentday Rowe, New Mexico. There they temporarily left the Pecos Valley,
climbing to the top of vast Glorieta Mesa by way of a rincon (recess)
now occupied for the same purpose by New Mexico Highway 34.
Almost immediately upon reaching the mesa top they began dropping
almost imperceptibly into Barbero Canyon and then into the Valle Chimal. Approximately twenty miles south and slightly east of the crest
of the mesa they emerged into the broad expanse of Canon Blanco.
Our principal reasons for advancing this unprecedented route are
these. It seems from the narratives that although Pecos Pueblo was
only a mile and a half from the Pecos River, the army did not reach the
river until three or four days later. 21 If the expedition had stayed in
the narrowing Pecos Valley (as Herbert Bolton suggested), it would
have been forced by topography to meet, and in fact, to cross the river
repeatedly very shortly (certainly by the time they had reached the
area of modern Sena, New Mexico, less than two days' march from
Pecos Pueblo).
It is very likely that in 1541 the Pecos Indians had vast acreage
under cultivation in the Pecos valley as far southeast as today's Villanueva, New Mexico. Shortly before the Coronado expedition set out
for Quivira, the Pecosenos said they were in the midst of planting their
19. Ibid., 243.
20. Paul Horgan, Great River: The Rio Grande in North American History (New York:
Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1954), 343.
21. Winship, "The Coronado Expedition," 440. The Spanish text printed in Winship
reads "... a quatro dias andados de camino dieron en un rio...." "Dieron en" is the
preterite of the idiomatic infinitive phrase "dar en," usually translated as "to hit, strike,
or meet," certainly an unusual choice of words if the army had been marching on the
bank of that same river for much of the four days as Bolton and others claim.
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fields. 22 They would have been well aware of the damage done by
Spanish livestock to crops in the Rio Grande Valley the previous fall.
Certainly, they would not have wanted a throng of people and livestock
trampling and churning up their newly planted fields. The people of
Pecos would have had strong motive for prevailing upon or directing
El Turco and Isopete (the two Plains Indian guides of the expedition,
who had been living, perhaps in captivity, at Pecos) to lead the army
as soon as possible up and out of the valley.
The Rowe rincon is the easiest egress from the valley and the only
easy way out before cliffs close in enough to force traffic to the river. 23
This rincon has been a route of travel throughout historic times, and
undoubtedly, prehistorically as well.
The wide and frequently level course of Canon Blanco then led
the expedition some thirty miles east to its junction with the Pecos
River just south of today's Upper Dilia, New Mexico. Three circumstances are particularly supportive of the thesis that Canon Blanco
served as a passageway for the Coronado expedition. There was, first,
a need for plentiful drinking water for both,people and animals. Glorieta Mesa is pocked with natural depressions that become seasonal
ponds. And Canon Blanco, Glorieta Mesa's principal southern and
eastern drainage is, frequently in May, a succession of pools of snowmelt and even the residuum of rain from the previous autumn. This
is particularly true after the wet, cold winter that 1540-41 apparently
had been. 24
22. Alfred V. Kidder, Pecos, New Mexico: Archaeological Notes (Andover: Phillips Academy, 1958), 43, concluded that by the sixteenth century all.pueblos south and east of
Pecos had been abandoned. No evidence has come to light since Kidder's work to alter
that conclusion. However, the river bottom, at least from San Jose downstream to Villanueva, is so level and easily irrigable that it is hard to imagine that growing-season use
of such valuable farmland would have been abandoned also, especially in light of the
large sixteenth-century population of Pecos Pueblo (perhaps 2,000). Farming at such
distance from the home pueblo has been common in historic times (even while travel
was primarily on foot), notably among the Zuni and Hopi. For many pueblo Indians
summer has involved being away from the pueblo periodically, living in brush shelters
near the fields.
23. First, at the modem Lovato irrigation dam (just north of the town of Sena) and
again just below Sena the river runs directly alongside its steep western bank. Then
between Villanueva and El Cerrito, and in the long stretch of the Canon de Pecos below
El Cerrito, the Pecos Valley constricts so tightly as to necessitate that travelers leave the
valley. Bolton, familiar with this latter gorge-like character of the valley, proposed that
Coronado's route left the valley at Villanueva and ascended Glorieta Mesa as New Mexico
Highway 3 does now. That proposal, however, ignores the other constrictions of the
valley above Villanueva. Bolton, Coronado, 242.
24. Castaneda speaks, for instance, of the Tiguex River (Rio Grande) having been
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Canon Blanco served as a significant conduit for travel between
the Pecos River (the edge of the buffalo plains) and the Tano pueblos
of the Galisteo Basin for countless years before the arrival of the Europeans. The usage of this pathway is attested by the many campsites
and scatters of tool-making debris found all along the canyon's length,
underscored by a multi-panel display of petroglyphs in the canyon
near the now diminished settlement of Dahlia, New Mexico.
Very importantly, Canon Blanco was certainly used as a route by
two subsequent Spanish entradas: that of Castano de Sosa in 1591 25
and that of Onate in 1601. 26 In addition, two other entradas (Rodriguez/
Chamuscado, 1581 and Espejo, 1583) may have used the Canon Blanco
route or part of it. The narratives of both those expeditions, while very
vague, can be interpreted in that light. 27 This use of Canon Blanco by
the Spanish would indicate that it was an active route throughout
protohistoric times, including the spring of 1541.
Coronado's bridge crossing of the Pecos River could conceivably
have been very near the mouth of Canon Blanco, but we are convinced
that it was below La Junta (the confluence of the Pecos and Gallinas
rivers). That point is approximately ten miles east-southeast of where
Canon Blanco joins the Pecos. Had Coronado crossed the Pecos above
the Gallinas junction, he would have then had to cross the Gallinas as
"frozen for almost four months, during which time it was possible to cross over the ice
on horseback. ..." Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 234.
25. See Albert H. Schroeder and Dan S. Matson, A Colony on the Move: Gaspar Castano
de Sosa's Journal, 1590-1591 (Santa Fe: The School of American Research, 1965), 145-54.
26. See Herbet E. Bolton, ed., "True Account of the Expedition of Onate toward
the East, 1601" in Spanish Exploration in the Southwest 1542-1706 (New York: C. Scribner's
Sons, 1916), 251-52 and facsimile of the manuscript map, "Onate's Route to New Mexico
in 1598 and to the Arkansas River in 1601," following page 212. It seems quite clear from
both the text and the map that during his 1601 foray into the buffalo plains Oftate went
from the Galisteo Basin to the Pecos River by way of Cafton Blanco, the "easy road"
across the "large mountain" [Glorieta Mesa].
27. With regard to the Rodriguez/Chamuscado expedition, see George P. Hammond
and Agapito Rey, eds. and trans., The Rediscovery of New Mexico 1580-1594 (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1966), 88-89. The canyon with "pools of briny water"
that they named San Miguel and that they marched down to reach the Santo Domingo
River [Pecos River] can hardly be other than Cafton Blanco. See also]. Charles Kelley,
"The Route of Antonio de Espejo down the Pecos River and across the Texas TransPecos Region in 1583; Its Relation to West Texas Archeology," Sui Ross State Teachers
College Bulletin 18 (December 1937), 11. Kelley had the Espejo party camped in Cafton
.Blanco "about 3 miles from the Pecos River." Their route to that campsite is not clear
from the article. Kelley provided a map to Sui Ross, which they did not print; he is not
now able to reconstruct it or to locate a copy of it.
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well (quite possibly also swollen in such a year). None of the expedition's chronicles mentions such a crossing. Little or nothing would
have been gained by crossing above the Gallinas junction. And certainly the expedition leaders would have wanted to mInimize the number of river crossings, since crossing of livestock, especially very poor
swimmers such as sheep, was always perilous and time consuming.
During historic times there has been a ford at La Junta and two
continue in use today.28 This suggests (together with significant quantities of aboriginal lithic debris on both sides of the river) that these
were likely Indian trail crossings also. Particularly since modern and
historic routes (until the recent advent of massive earthmoving) have
commonly followed ancient ones, being the paths of topographically
least resistance.
Where are the scraps of metal, the broken ceramics, the remains
of livestock slaughter, the names or symbols incised in rock, and the
other tangible evidence of the passage of so large a party as the Coronado expedition that would convincingly settle speculation about the
site of their 1541 bridge and the route by which the army reached it?
Given that the expedition's route was likely used (in its entirety) for
only a single round-trip passage (and that now 450 years ago), can its
detection at this late date be anything short of farfetched fantasy? Can
the single transit of Coronado's 1,500 followers and their stock train
of perhaps thousands of head be mapped except by means of scattered
fortuitous finds of accidental debris?
Frustratingly little material. evidence has been recovered or recognized along the expedition's suspected route all the way from its
origin in Mexico to its terminus in Kansas during the last 450 years.
However, heretofore, methodical, systematic field search of hypothesized Coronado routes has not been conducted. With regard to the
Cicuye bridge segment, we hold that such search would have been
misdirected before now. Through the Coronado's Bridge Project, which
we direct, we are now making such a search of the route hypothesized
in this article. We have proposed a very plausible route, consistent
with the sixteenth-century documents; we have formulated a sizable
catalog of probable material culture of the Coronado expedition (a
28. See, for instance, George M. Wheeler, "Land Classification Map of Part of Central
New Mexico, Atlas Sheet No. 78(A)," in U.S. Geographical Suroeys West of the lOath Meridian
(Washington, D.C.: GovemmentPrinting Office, 1879).
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crucial part of this study will be detailed in a forthcoming article) to
guide us in the survey; and we have projected fourteen areas along
the route most likely to yield evidence of the Coronado expedition to
be methodically searched. During the course of the next two years our
reconnaissance, while it may not confirm our hypothesis, should render it more or less likely.

